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NEWS RELEASE

For Immediate Release
To: Editors, News Directors, and Assignment Editors

Synopsis:  Identifying ways to restore ecosystems in southeastern Oklahoma is the goal of the Corps of Engineers study announced today.

Release No. 29

December 5, 2001

Corps announces ecosystem restoration study of Southeastern Oklahoma 

TULSA, Okla.- The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Tulsa District announced today that with the receipt of federal funds from the recently approved fiscal year 2002 budget, it will continue with a feasibility-level study of ecosystem restoration in a 29 county area of southeastern Oklahoma.  The study’s cost-share sponsor is the Oklahoma Water Resources Board -- the state agency that manages Oklahoma’s water resources.

The complex 11-year study was undertaken as a result of State and Federal concerns about the cumulative effects of land use changes within the study area that have diminished habitat for a number of aquatic species. Adversely effected species include two Federally-listed threatened and endangered species, the Ouachita Rock Pocketbook Mussel and the Winged Maple Leaf Mussel.  Mussels are important indicator species in riverine ecosystems and are critical to the functioning of the riverine ecosystems. 

The feasibility study will cost $7 million and is the second step of a two-step planning process.  The first step was a reconnaissance study--a brief study that determines if there is a federal interest in proceeding to a cost-shared feasibility study.  The Corps of Engineers initiated the $100,000 fully-federally-funded reconnaissance study in January 2000.  The reconnaissance report, completed in January 2001, demonstrated a federal interest in ecosystem restoration of the Kiamichi River Basin and recommended proceeding to a cost-shared feasibility study.  A Feasibility Cost-Sharing Agreement was signed between the Tulsa District and the Oklahoma Water Resources Board, the local sponsor, on July 10, 2001.  The feasibility study is cost-shared 50/50 between the Tulsa District and the local sponsor.

The feasibility study will consist of 5 separate phases.  Phases 1 and 2 will develop a water availability model to assess the potential use of southeast Oklahoma water for ecosystem restoration and other alternatives.  Phases 3 through 5 will develop detailed analysis of the problems and needs of the study area, identify and evaluate alternatives considered in the reconnaissance study, address new alternatives, provide an opportunity for public involvement, evaluate costs and benefits, provide coordination with various resource agencies (such as the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service), and make recommendations for implementation.  Phase 1 is scheduled for completion in February 2002.

For additional information, please contact Mr. Phil Cline, Project Manager

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Tulsa District

1645 S 101st E Ave.

Tulsa,  OK  74128

918-669-7186

Email: Phillip.Cline@swt03.usace.army.mil
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