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WATERSHED PARTNERSHIPS 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 

There are many entities in the Tar Creek and lower Spring River watershed who are 
potential partners in resolving the various problems.  A preliminary list of partners and 
contact information is shown in Tables 1-9. 

 
There are three distinct groups of individuals who participate in watershed partnerships: 
 

• Those who are affected by, but not interested in, watershed management 
• Those who are interested in, but not affected by, watershed management 
• Those who are both affected and interested in watershed management 

 
The communities of Picher and Cardin are the most affected communities; however, 
Miami, North Miami, Commerce, Quapaw, Tribes, and other downstream interests 
recognize the importance of a watershed approach to solving problems.  Individuals from 
these groups have knowledge and information that was used to help develop the 
Watershed Management Plan. 
 
Local community outreach efforts, such as programs by the Ottawa County Health 
Department and the lead based paint abatement program by the Grand Gateway 
Economic Development Authority, are important partnership contributions to help 
address health problems. 
 
The area Tribal governments of Cherokee, Eastern Shawnee, Miami, Modoc, Ottawa, 
Peoria, Quapaw, Seneca-Cayuga, Shawnee, and Wyandotte Nations are actively engaged 
in data collection, health-related studies, and education programs, and are providing 
technical expertise to State and Federal agencies.  Ongoing activities of the various 
Tribes are shown in Table 10. 
 
Other groups, such as Local Environmental Action Demanded (LEAD) and Tribal Efforts 
Against Lead (TEAL), work with communities and Tribes on such items as education, 
training, and information sharing. 
 
With these local resources of expertise and knowledge, watershed partnerships can bridge 
the capabilities, assets, and resources of multiple agencies, organizations, and individuals.  
Developing and implementing a Watershed Management Plan through a partnership 
creates local ownership and consensus for action.   
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Table 1.  Local Communities 
 

Affiliation (agency, organization, etc) Phone Number 
Commerce (918) 675-4373 
Cardin ? 
Miami (918) 542-6685 
North Miami (918) 542-2718 
Picher (918) 673-1765 
Quapaw (918) 674-2525 
 
Table 2.  Native American Tribes 
 

Affiliation (agency, organization, etc) Phone Number 
Cherokee Nation (918) 456-0671 
Eastern Shawnee Tribe (918) 666-2435 
Miami (918) 542-1445 
Modoc (918) 542-1190 
Ottawa (918) 540-1536 
Peoria Tribe (918) 540-2535 
Quapaw Tribe (918) 542-1553 
Seneca-Cayuga (918) 542-6609 
Shawnee (918) 542-2441 
Wyandotte Nation (918) 678-2297 
 
Table 3.  State Agencies 
 

Affiliation (agency, organization, etc) Phone Number 
OK. Department of Environmental Quality (405) 702-5157 
OK. Conservation Commission (405) 833-0648 
Oklahoma Geological Survey (405) 325-3031 
Grand Gateway Economic Development Authority 1-800-482-4594 
OK. Department of Wildlife Conservation  
Ottawa County Reclamation Authority  
Kansas Department of Health and Environment (785) 296-1914 
Missouri Department of Natural Resources (573) 751-3176 
Others  
 
Table 4.  Universities 
 

Affiliation (agency, organization, etc) Phone Number 
Tulsa University (918) 542-5903 
University of Oklahoma, College of Engineering (405) 325-0986 
Others  
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Table 5.  County Agencies 
 

Affiliation (agency, organization, etc) Phone Number 
Ottawa County Health Department (918) 540-2481 
Ottawa County  
  
Others  
 
Table 6.  Local Interest Groups 
 

Affiliation (agency, organization, etc) Phone Number 
Tribal Efforts Against Lead (TEAL)  
Local Environmental Action Demanded (LEAD)  
 
Table 7.  Federal Agencies 
 

Affiliation (agency, organization, etc) Phone Number 
Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (404) 498-0330 
Bureau of Indian Affairs (918) 542-3396 
Environmental Protection Agency – Region 6 (214) 702-5157 
Environmental Protection Agency – Region 7 (913) 551-7626 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (918) 669-7482 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (918) 581-7458 
U.S. Geological Survey (405) 810-4417 
Natural Resources Conservation Service (405) 742-1205 
 
Table 8.  Contractors 
 

Affiliation (agency, organization, etc) Phone Number 
Future Resources  (918) 335-1826 
Weston Solutions (405) 270-1759 
 
Table 9.  Others 
 

Affiliation (agency, organization, etc) Phone Number 
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Table 10.  Tribal Activities 
 
Tribe Ongoing Activities (Needs to be Completed) 
Cherokee Participates in the development of the Watershed Management Plan 

Other Activities… 
Eastern Shawnee Participates in EPA’s OU-4 Activities 

Participates in a Ecological Risk Assessment 
Participates in the development of the Watershed Management Plan 
Other Activities… 

Miami Participates in EPA’s OU-4 Activities 
Participates in an Ecological Risk Assessment 
Participates in the development of the Watershed Management Plan 
Others Activities… 

Modoc Participates in EPA’s OU-4 Activities 
Participates in the development of the Watershed Management Plan 
Others Activities… 

Ottawa Participates in EPA’s OU-4 Activities 
Participates in the development of the Watershed Management Plan 
Others Activities… 

Peoria Participates in EPA’s OU-4 Activities 
Participates in the development of the Watershed Management Plan 
Others Activities… 

Quapaw Participates in EPA’s OU4 RI/FS activities 
Participates in the Oklahoma Plan for Tar Creek 
Participates in an Ecological Risk Assessment 
Air Monitoring in the Picher – Cardin area 
Participates in the development of the Watershed Management Plan 
Others Activities… 

Seneca-Cayuga Participates in EPA’s OU-4 Activities 
Participates in an Ecological Risk Assessment 
Works with USGS on “Trace Metals in the Grand Lake Watershed” Project 
Participates in the development of the Watershed Management Plan 
Others Activities… 

Shawnee Participates in EPA’s OU-4 Activities 
Participates in the development of the Watershed Management Plan 
Others Activities… 

Wyandotte Participates in EPA’s OU-4 Activities 
Participates in an Ecological Risk Assessment 
Participates in the development of the Watershed Management Plan 
Others Activities… 

 
 
FEDERAL AGENCY PARTNERSHIPS 

 
To effectively manage and efficiently implement the Watershed Management 

Plan activities, the three Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) Federal agencies have 
initiated efforts to coordinate between agencies, with stakeholders and Congressional 
interests.  During reconnaissance phase development of the Watershed Management Plan, 
ideas from participants during Technical Team meetings helped develop a partnership 

 4



organizational strategy for consideration.  The potential strategy is graphically illustrated 
in Figure 1, and shows coordination as well as shared activities that could help keep costs 
down.  Joint Agency Public Meetings and newsletters are examples of shared activities 
that have already been initiated.  
 
POTENTIAL FEDERAL AUTHORITIES TO IMPLEMENT ADDITIONAL 
ACTIVITIES 
 

As previously defined, Additional Activities complement Ongoing Activities by 
the State of Oklahoma, the EPA, the Department of Interior, Tribes, and other local 
interest groups.  The Ongoing and Additional Activities would collectively result in a 
comprehensive solution to high priority watershed problems.  The Additional Activities 
would address similar problems that many of the current Federally authorized and funded 
Ongoing Activities address.  Therefore, it is possible that existing Federal authorities, 
appropriately amended by Congress, could be utilized to implement many of the 
Additional Activities defined in the Watershed Management Plan.  Consideration should 
be given to establishing an Interagency team to research and evaluate applicable Federal 
policies and programs. 
 
New Congressional authorities may be required for special Additional Activities such as 
a “Former Tri-State Mining District” programmatic Environmental Impact Statement and 
other Additional Activities that may be identified at a later date based on new 
information. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 5



Figure 1.  Watershed Partnerships 
 
 Coordination with Congressional Delegation  
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• Geographical Information System Data Base and Mapping 
• U.S. Geological Survey Surface and Groundwater Modeling 
• Watershed Monitoring 
• Long-Term Natural Resource Ecosystem Improvements (Oklahoma, Kansas, and 

Missouri)1 
• Independent Technical Review/Value Engineering Team 
• Public Meetings, Newsletters, and Watershed Partnership Development and 

Operation 
 
 
 
 

 
 

                                                 
1 For an example of a potential natural resource area along the Neosho River upstream of Miami, that could 
be considered following appropriate future cleanup activities, refer to the December 1988 U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service Planning Aid Report for the Miami, OK and Vicinity reconnasissance study.  The section 
of the Planning Aid Report that documents the potential natural resource area is included in Appendix E 
(Flooding at Miami, Oklahoma).   
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