CHAPTER 10
PUBLIC INFORMATION

CEQ regulations require an early and open process for identifying significant issues related to a proposed
action and obtaining input from the public prior to making a decision that could significantly affect the
environment. These regulations specify public involvement at various times during the development of
an environmental statement. The public involvement process followed by USACE for this proposal
included:

Issuing a Notice of Intent (NOI) to prepare the draft Supplemental Final Environmental Statement
(draft Supplemental FES);

Undertaking the Intergovernmental and Interagency Coordination of Environmenta Planning
(I1CEP) process and consulting with agencies, local government, and Native American tribes,

Conducting a scoping comment period and holding a meeting; as well as

Having a public comment period and meeting following the publication of the draft Supplemental
Fina Environmenta Statement.

The NOI was published in the Federal Register on March 17, 1997. This served as the official
notification of USACE's intent to conduct the environmenta analyses for this proposal. Agency
coordination and consultation in the form of 11CEP began at thistime aswell. IICEP isafederally
mandated process for informing and coordinating with other governmental agencies regarding proposed
actions. Both NEPA and CEQ regulations require intergovernmental notification prior to making any
detailed statement of environmental impacts. Through the |1 CEP process, concerned federal, state, and
local agencies must be notified and alowed sufficient time to evaluate potential environmental impacts of
aproposed action. |1CEP letters were sent to over 20 government agencies, elected officials, and tribal
representatives (Appendix A provides alist of these agencies and individuals) in Oklahoma and Arkansas.
These letters outlined the proposed action and aternatives identified by USACE announced the scoping
workshop, as well as provided a venue in which to respond to USACE’s proposal.

Scoping Process. Publication of the NOI also marked the beginning of the scoping period. The scoping
phase of the environmenta analysis process provides opportunities for government agencies, interest
groups, and the general public to learn about the proposed action and no-action dternative. The scoping
process helped USACE identify aternative approaches for meeting the proposal’ s need and provides an
avenue for public input into the resource analysis performed in the draft Supplemental FES.
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A news release announcing the public information (scoping) workshop was sent to loca newspaper in
Poteau, OK and Ft. Smith, AR in September 1997. The public scoping meeting resulted in 3 comments,
summarized in section 1.5.

USACE Tulsa aso conducted 11CEP consultation in 2001, at the initiation of the preparation of the
Supplementa FES. Letters were sent out to agencies and interested parties and six responses were
received. These responses are included in Appendix A. The Draft Supplemental FES will be distributed
to the public and agency representatives in June 2002. 1t will be sent to individuas and locations on the
attached mailing lists.
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Wister Lake Supplemental EIS - Repositories
Title Address City State Zip
Wister Branch Library 100 Highland Wister OK 74966
Buckley Public Library 408 Dewey Avenue | Poteau OK 74953
Carl Albert Junior College  |Library Poteau OK 74953
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