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APPENDIX A

PART ONE
PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 1997

The original scoping for the Wister Lake proposed pool level raise occurred during 1997.  This section
summarized the scoping procedures and comments, issues and concerns raised during the 1997 meetings.

1.0 INTRODUCTION

Scoping is an important aspect of the environmental analysis process.  This document presents an analysis

of the comments, issues, and concerns raised during the public scoping period for the Wister Lake

proposed rise in the pool level.  This report:

• describes the scoping meeting format,

• summarizes comments received during the official scoping period, and

• identifies the major issues and concerns derived from scoping meetings, comment sheets, and letters.

 Scoping not only informs the public about the proposed action and alternatives but also identifies the issues

and concerns that are of particular interest to the affected populace.  This information is then used to

assist resource specialists in data collection and analysis for the draft Supplemental Final Environmental

Statement (Draft SFES) development process.  This summary report is based on all written and verbal

comments received from March 17, 1997 through October 15, 1997—the official scoping period for the

Wister Lake Pool Level Changes proposal.  One scoping meeting was held in the adjacent community,

Poteau, Oklahoma.

 2.0 SCOPING PROCESS

 The scoping phase of the environmental analysis process provides opportunities for government agencies,

interest groups, and the general public to learn about the proposed action and alternatives.  The scoping

process helps the Corps of Engineers identify alternative approaches for meeting the proposal’s need and

provides an avenue for public input into the resource analysis performed in the draft SFES.

 Official notification of the scoping period began with the publication of the Notice of Intent (NOI) on

March 17, 1997 in the Federal Register (Attachment A).  A news release (Attachment A) announcing

the public information workshop for the Supplemental FES was sent September 23, 1997, to local

newspapers in Poteau, OK and Ft. Smith, AR.  Twenty Intergovernmental and Interagency Coordination

of Environmental Planning (IICEP) letters were sent outlining the USACE proposal and announcing
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scoping workshop (Attachment A:  Sample letter and Mailing list).  Recipients of the IICEP

correspondence included:  federal, state, and local agencies; local, elected officials, and interested citizens

and groups.  Informal contact with state and federal resource agencies also was conducted, informing

them of the proposed rise in the pool level and the date and time of the workshop.

 An advertisement (Attachment A) was placed in the Poteau Daily News (Poteau, OK) and Southwest

Times Record (Ft. Smith, AR/Poteau, OK region).  The ad announced the workshop and ran three times

during the week prior to the scoping workshop (Poteau Daily News:  September 23, 27, and 30;

Southwest Times Record: September 23, 27, and 28).  The advertisement briefly described the proposal

as well as provided the time, date, and location of the public information workshop.

 3.0 PUBLIC INFORMATION WORKSHOP FORMAT

The public information workshop used an open house format and was held on September 30, 1997, at the

Carl Albert State College in Poteau, OK, from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  Attendees were welcomed at the

entrance by USACE representatives.  Attendees signed-in and were told that they would be placed on the

mailing list to receive a copy of the draft Supplemental FES.  They were then directed to the display area.

 Four displays (associated with the information sheets) were set up with USACE personnel “manning”

them.  This was done in an effort to inform the public about the proposal.  One display provided an

overview of Wister Lake, the history of pool levels at the lake, the purpose and need for the proposed

action, alternatives considered, and the purpose of the workshop.  Another display provided information on

the National Environmental Policy Act Process.  A third display discussed the affected environment.  The

fourth display related to public involvement.  As mentioned previously, four information sheets:  Project

Overview, Affected Environment, National Environmental Policy Act Process, and Environmental Impact

Process, (Attachment A) were available to the public.

 The informal setting allowed attendees to go from table to table, spending as much time as they needed to

ask questions, receive answers, and communicate their concerns.  Comment sheets (Attachment A) were

provided for attendees to officially present their concerns.

 4.0 COMMENT AND ISSUE SUMMARY

 Of the 21 people attending the workshop, 3 filled out the comment form at the meeting and one sent a

comment via the post, following the meeting.  The following summarizes the four comments.

1. In favor of raising the water level because there is a need for water in a dry summer.  However, the

drawback is water over the spillway.  It prohibits use of the access road and sometimes this is

dangerous if meeting larger traffic .  Not being able to use the access road means that a 4-mile trip

turns into 23 miles.  Can a bridge be built to alleviate this problem?



Supplement to the Final Environmental Statement for Wister Lake

Draft Supplemental FES A-3

2. This commentor objects to raising the level because there could be a possibility of flooding the “food”

and wild areas.  This would reduce production of forage in the summer and consequently harm wildlife

and waterfowl in the winter.

3. A question:  What initiated the action that resulted in the legislation to raise the level?

4. This person appreciates the good work being done by the Lake employees.

In response to the NOI and IICEP notification, two letters were received:  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

(USFWS) and the Oklahoma Archeological Society (Attachment A).  The USFWS would like the

following issues addressed:

1. Mitigation for adverse terrestrial wildlife habitat impacts caused by the 1974 and 1983 rises in Wister

pool levels.

2. Implementation of a lake level management plan to benefit both terrestrial and aquatic habitat values

on the Wister Wildlife Management Area.

The Oklahoma Archeological Society noted three concerns:

1. There are a number of declared, National Register-eligible sites at the lake that will be adversely

affected from erosion by lake-level increases.

2. There are a number of sites within the increased pool level that have not been evaluated for eligibility.

If they are determined eligible for the National Register, then these too would suffer adverse impacts

due to raising the pool level at the lake.

3. The actual shoreline affected by the increase has not been comprehensively surveyed for

archaeological resources.  Thus, unrecorded sites could be disturbed by this flood pool change.

5.0 CONCLUSION

The scoping process for the rise in pool level at Wister Lake environmental statement was conducted from

March 17 to October 15, 1997.  Twenty-one people attended the workshop; notification in local

newspapers was given to the communities potentially affected by the proposal; and adequate time was

given for people to respond to the proposal.  There were written comments received from both the public

and agencies and their concerns are addressed in the draft FSES.  These issues included cultural

resources, natural resources (wildlife, vegetation), and transportation.



Supplement to the Final Environmental Statement for Wister Lake

A-4 Draft Supplemental FES

PART TWO

IICEP CONSULTATION 2001

1.0 INTRODUCTION

At the commencement of the preparation of the Supplemental FES, the USACE Tulsa re-initiated and

Intergovernmental and Interagency Coordination for Environmental Planning (IICEP) with the distribution

of letters and request for updated or new comments and concerns.  Attachment B contains a sample letter

and the list of agencies contacted.  Approximatly 50 letters were sent out and eight responses were

received.  All IICEP responses are included in Attachment B.  Attachment B also contains the distribution

list for the draft Supplement FES, which will be sent out in June 2002.

2.0 RESPONSES

Responses were received from the Chickasaw Nation, the Natural Resources Conservation Service

(NRCS), the USFWS, the Poteau Valley Improvement Authority (PVIA), Oklahoma State Representative

Kenneth Corn, and Oklahoma State Senator Larry Dickerson.  The PVIA, Representative Corn, and

Senator Dickerson favored the pool at 478.0 feet in order to meet future water supplies for the area.  The

NRCS was concerned about the environmental effects to wetlands and to fish and wildlife habit from

lowering the pool to 471.6 feet.  The USFWS identified two federally listed species with the potential to

occur at Wister Lake, the American burying beetle and the bald eagle.  The Chickasaw Nation did not

know of any culturally sensitive or sacred sites in the area.  These comments and others derived from

scoping were used in preparing this Supplemental FES.
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ATTACHMENT B
2001 IICEP



2001 Sample IICEP Letter
and Mailing List



July 5, 2001

The Honorable Don Nickles
3310 Mid-Continent Tower
409 S. Boston
Tulsa, OK  74103-4007

Dear Senator Nickles:

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Tulsa District (USACOE Tulsa) is preparing a Supplement to the
Final Environmental Statement (SFES) for the Operation and Maintenance Program, Wister Lake, Poteau
River, Oklahoma.  Wister Lake was authorized by the Flood Control Act of 1938 and is operated for flood
control, water supply, low flow augmentation, water conservation, and sedimentation.  The lake is located
in the northern foothills of the Kiamichi Mountains adjacent to the Ouachita National Forest in LeFlore
and Latimer counties, Oklahoma.

The SFES is being prepared in order to identify and evaluate the environmental, cultural, social, and
economic impacts of maintaining the pool level at 478.0 feet (No Action Alternative) or lowering the pool
to the original level of 471.6 feet (Action Alternative).

If you have any questions regarding this proposal, please contact Mr. David L. Combs, Chief,
Environmental Analysis and Compliance Branch, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Tulsa District, 1645 S.
101 E. Avenue, Tulsa, Ok, 74128-4629.  Phone: 918-669-7660. Email: David.L.Combs@ usace.army.mil

G. David Steele, P.E.
Chief, Planning Environmental and Regulatory Division
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