
TULSA DISTRICT SAFETY NOTES

TORNADO SEASON

The tornado season officially started the first week of March and continues through June.  While tornados usually occur during the spring, they can strike at any time of the year.

By definition, a Tornado is a violently rotating column of air extending to the ground.  Tornados are the most violent wind force on earth, and usually develop beneath the southwestern quadrant of an unusually severe thunderstorm.  The tornado is usually accompanied by a smooth, funnel-shaped cloud, but some tornadoes appear quite ragged and others may have a weakly formed vortex cloud.  If the rotating column of air does not touch ground, it is called a FUNNEL CLOUD.  

Tornados have been called TWISTERS, CYCLONES, and WHIRLWINDS, but these are all synonyms for the tornado.  Three out of four tornados move from southwest to northeast.  The forward rate of speed averages between 20 and 40 MPH.

A TORNADO WATCH means that conditions are favorable for tornado development.  There is no cause for immediate action, but you should stay tuned to radio and television for weather information.  When a watch has been issued, check on the whereabouts of all family members, including pets. 

A TORNADO WARNING means a tornado has been sighted or detected by radar.  People in the path of the storm should take immediate life-saving action. 

LOOK AND LISTEN for 
     large hail, heavy rain, strong winds, and frequent intense                lightning.

     a bulge with a rotary motion at the base of the thunderstorm              cloud.

     a loud roar like the sound of a jet or train.

SEEK SAFE SHELTER

The best shelter is a basement.  Otherwise choose ground-floor center rooms surrounded by other rooms.  Never choose upstairs locations because tornadic wind speeds increase with height above the ground.  

Choose rooms on the north and east sides of your shelter if no interior rooms are available.  Stay near the innermost walls.  Avoid rooms on the south and west.

Choose a small closet or bathroom, because small rooms are less susceptible to collapse.  Take shelter in the bathtub if there are no glass tub enclosures or large mirrors nearby.  Cover yourself with towels or blankets.

In vehicles, do not try to outrun a tornado.  Abandon your vehicle and shield yourself in a nearby ditch or depression and cover your head.

In mobile homes, evacuate immediately since they are particularly vulnerable to overturning during high winds.  For your safety, move to a community shelter or visit a friend’s home.

In schools and offices, seek designated shelter in interior rooms or hallways on the ground floor, or lowest floor possible.  Avoid auditoriums and gymnasiums.  Consult the Tulsa District Evacuation Plan for guidance with our building.

In shopping malls, seek the smaller interior shops on the ground floor.  In shopping centers, avoid large rooms as well as the south and west walls.

For the next few months, pay attention to the clouds and radio and television forecasters.  It could save your life.                    
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