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[image: image2.wmf]TULSA DISTRICT SAFETY NOTES

USE OF CELL PHONES


The phenomenal growth of the cellular phone industry, with more than 30 million cellular users today is considered the fastest-growing consumer electronics product in history, even more than VCRs.  Cellular phone use has been growing at a rate of 40 to 50 percent a year in the United States, and it is estimated that the growth rate is more than 70 percent internationally.


Public concern for safety seems to be a significant force behind the industry's skyrocketing growth.   More than 80 percent of people who buy cellular phones cite safety as one of the reasons for buying them.  According to the National Safety Council, 91 percent of men and 97 percent of women who have phones and were surveyed said they feel safer when they are carrying their phones.


In addition, more than 1.5 million calls to the 911 emergency number or public safety groups are made each month by cellular phone users.  The National Safety Council states that about nine out of 10 calls are Good Samaritan calls, people reporting emergencies, unsafe driving and other safety situations.


Despite the high number of good-citizen calls, the use of cellular phones has generated negative publicity.  There have been many collisions where people claimed the vehicle that ran into them was being driven negligently by a driver who was more interested in trying to reach their cellular phone, or that they were talking on the cellular phone instead of paying attention to their driving.  Few people are having car phones installed in their vehicles.  Instead they are using their portable phones in their cars, which virtually eliminates the possibility of hands-free operation.

[image: image3.wmf]
According to the National Safety Council the safest ways to make a call are:


Pull over, use the cellular phone from the side of the road.
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Ask a passenger to make the call.
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Install a hands-free microphone so your hands can remain on the steering wheel and your eyes on the road.
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Use a voice-activated system.

[image: image7.wmf]
If you must dial while driving, use the memory dialing function so you can access phone numbers with the                 touch of only one button.

REMEMBER:  The Tulsa District Cellular Telephone Policy states: THE RESPONSIBLE EMPLOYEE WILL AVOID THE USE OF THE CELLULAR PHONE WHILE OPERATING A MOVING VEHICLE. For more information on District Policy check OM 25-1-10.   Situations where the cellular phone usage is the cause of an accident may result in a disciplinary action.

REFERENCES:  National Safety Council                                                                  FEBRUARY 1999
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