 TULSA DISTRICT SAFETY NOTE

HOME FIRE PREVENTION

Everyday we gamble with fire.  Did you know that 60 percent of all fires are preventable?  Prevention is up to you.  Unfortunately, too few of us take the dangers of fire seriously enough in our homes.  That is why there are so many fires each year.  For example: Do you know each year we have 

 Over 795,800 Home Fires? (more than 2,100 daily)

 About 5,400 people are killed in homes? (about 6 times more are hurt)

 Over $1.1 billion home property loss?

 And another home is “FIRE-TRAPPED” every 57 seconds!
Each year fire kills more children than any other home accident.  A child is seriously burned about every 4 minutes.  Children playing with fire is one of the common causes of home fires. Children are often needless victims of fire because they don’t know how to react.

DON’T LET THIS HAPPEN TO YOUR CHILDREN!
Seriously burned children must endure pain and suffering, long and expensive treatment, disfigurement and sometime lifelong crippling, and emotional and psychological trauma.  You can do a lot to protect your children from burn injuries.  Teach your children what “hot” means at an early age.  Under your guidance let your child touch a hot pan, blown out match, hot car hood, etc. (Not hot enough to harm your child, though!).  Tell your child often that stoves, pans, cigarettes, matches, tap and bath water, can burn them.  Fireplaces and glass fireplace screens can burn a child even hours after a fire is out.

Never leave young children alone with fire dangers.  If you are away for even a moment, many normal household objects can spell disaster for children. (Hot pan, matches, hot iron, burning cigarette, space heater,).  Children are naturally curious--even if they know the rules, temptation may win out!  A lot can happen in a few seconds!  If you must leave for a phone call, to answer the door, etc., put your child in a playpen or make sure a mature responsible person is there.

Teach your children what to do if their clothes catch fire--
 STOP Resist the impulse to run
 DROP To the ground

 ROLL Over and over until the flames go out
 SMOTHER Fire with a blanket or overcoat, if available

 REMOVE Any clothing still smouldering, if you can

 CALL DOCTOR or ambulance


BE PREPARED

Most home fires can be prevented but just in case:

 Each room should have at least two escape routes.

 Check windows to make sure they can be easily opened.

 Escape ladders may be needed upstairs where there is no nearby roof.

 Smoke detectors should be installed in key areas.  Tell children what the alarm means.

 Close bedroom doors if you don’t have smoke alarms.  Leave them open if you do.

 Nightly fire checks should become a habit.  Check stove, ashtrays, heaters, etc.

 Don’t block escape routes.  Keep stairs, hallways, and doors clear.

 Fire department numbers should be posted near every phone in your home.

 Fire extinguishers should be easy to reach.  Know how to use them.

                                 MAKE YOUR OWN FIRE ESCAPE PLAN                             Plan your escape now.                            
 Draw up a floor plan of your house.  Mark all exits, escape routes and alternate escape routes. 

 Know where  the nearest alarm box or phone is located.  Teach your children how to call for help if a fire occurs.

 Arrange for a meeting place outside the house where everyone will meet in case of fire to take a head count.

 Hold family fire drills regularly

In case of a real fire your children should learn to sound the alarm and get out, stay low if there is smoke, feel the door, if it is hot or if there is smoke pouring around the door, don’t open it.  Use an alternate escape route.  They should wait at the meeting place.  Never go back into a burning house for any reason.
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