
TULSA DISTRICT SAFETY NOTES


LAWNMOWER SAFETY

Lawnmowers provide a convenient and easy way for homeowners to keep their yards looking neat and manicured.  They also provide an opportunity to earn extra money during the mowing season.  BUT the lawnmower is also a dangerous device when misused or not respected for its power.  Every time you mow your lawn you become a potential target of your lawnmower if it runs over debris.  This debris can be kicked up by the blade and hurled outward at great speeds toward you.

A U. S. Consumer Product Safety Commission study indicates that more than 62,000 people a year are treated in hospital emergency rooms for injuries caused by lawnmowers.  Four types of accidents involved in using or being near power lawnmowers cause the majority of these injuries.

Those accidents include coming in contact with the rotating blade, being struck by debris thrown by the mower, overturning on a riding lawnmower and striking a person with a riding mower.

Contact with the rotating blade is often caused when the victim clears the discharge chute with the engine running.  Lawnmowers can hurl rocks, glass and pieces of wire at great speeds 50 feet or more, causing death and serious injury.

Mower overturns occur most often when riding mowers are used on steep slopes or ditch banks.  Riding mowers can injure others when the operator puts a mower in reverse and it catches others, especially children, by surprise.  Another problem is when small children are riding on the laps of their parents on riding lawnmowers.  This is dangerous if the child falls off.

Some suggestions for making this around-the-home chore a safer experience are:

· Read the safety instructions with the owner’s manual.

· Notify all mower operators of the safety precautions.

· Pour gasoline into the tank with the engine off.  Wipe up spill before restarting mower.

· Check your lawn before mowing to remove debris that could be thrown from the mower.
· Keep people and pets away from the mowing area.

· Don’t allow horseplay around lawnmowers.

· Don’t allow extra riders on riding mowers.

· Avoid riding mowers on steep slopes.  If you have to, ride up and down the slopes, not across them.

· Keep electric mower cords out of the cutting path.

· Never point the discharge at others, and never remove the plastic flap protector on the rear of the mower.

· Store gasoline safely, outside the house and away from any heat source.

· Dress properly to do the job safely.  No bare feet!  Always wear sturdy shoes.  Long pants and a long-sleeved shirt can help prevent injury.

· Wear either safety goggles or safety glasses.  These can fit over prescription glasses.
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