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SOUTHWESTERN DIVISION SAFETY NOTES

HOME FIRE SAFETY
More than 4,000 people die each year in home fires.  Every year, there are more than 500,000 residential fires serious enough to be reported to fire departments.  More than 90 percent of residential fire deaths and injuries result from fires in one and two family houses and apartments.  Property losses exceed 4 billion dollars annually, and the long term emotional damage to victims and their loved ones in incalculable.

     Even though there has been a decrease in fires associated with supplemental heaters, it is important to remember that about 120,000 residential fires still occur annually with the use of these heaters, or about 22 percent of all residential fires.  These fires kill more than 600 people and there are thousands of contact burn injuries.  It is estimated that half the deaths and one-third of the injuries resulting from electric heater fires occurred at night when family members are asleep and the heater unattended.  The fire safety specialists are concerned about the use of power and extension cords which can be too small to supply the amount of current required by the typical portable electric heater.  Recommendations:

· Keep the heater at least three feet away from upholstered furniture, drapes, bedding and other combustibles.

· Avoid using extension cords unless absolutely necessary.  If you must use cord with your heater, make sure it is marked with a power rating at least as high as that of the heater itself.

· Never place heaters on cabinets, tables, furniture or the like.

· Never use heaters to dry apparel or shoes.

Each year more than 200 deaths are associated with fires started by cigarette lighters.  About two thirds of these result from children playing with lighters.  Most of the victims are under five years old.  Smoldering fires in mattresses/bedding material caused by cigarettes are a major cause of deaths in residential fires.  In 1994, over 35,000 mattress/bedding fires caused about 700 deaths. Recommendations:

· Keep lighters and matches out of sight and out of reach of children.  Children as young at two years old are capable of lighting cigarette lighters and matches.

· Never encourage or allow a child to play with a lighter or to think of it as a toy.  Do not use it as a source of amusement for a child.  Once their curiosity is aroused, children may seek out a lighter and try to light it.

· Always check to see that cigarettes are extinguished before emptying ashtrays.  Stubs that are still burning can ignite trash.

Your home is filled with materials and products that will burn if ignited.  Upholstered furniture, clothing, and drapery fabrics, are involved in many injury-causing fires each year. One of the major causes of household fires is flammable liquids.  These include gasoline, acetone, benzene, lacquer thinner, alcohol, turpentine, contact cements, paint thinner, kerosene, and charcoal lighter fluid.  The most dangerous of all is gasoline.  Take extra precautions in storing and using flammable liquids.  Store outside the house.  Flammable liquids should be stored in properly labeled, tightly closed non-glass containers, out of reach of children.

You need to have a plan for early warning and escape in case a fire does occur.  Many fire deaths and fire injuries are actually caused by smoke and gases.  Victims inhale smoke and poisonous gases that rise ahead of the flames.  Survival depends on being warned as early as possible and having an escape plan.  Planning ahead, rehearsing, and acting clearly are keys to surviving a fire.  Recommendations:

· The family should have an escape plan and an alternate escape plan.

· Escape routes and plans are rehearsed periodically.

· The escape plan includes choosing a place safely outside the house where the family can meet to be sure everyone got out safely.

· At least two exits from each part of the house are established.

· The fire department number is posted on every telephone.
      Include small children as part of the discussion and rehearsal.  It is especially important to make sure they understand that they must escape; they can’t hide from fire under a bed or in a closet.  Your life and that of your family can be saved by foresight, planning, discussing and rehearsal.                                                                                                                        OCTOBER 1997
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