[f but he could have foreseen the nature of the water sport industry, he might have pondered
that in half a century, thousands of Oklahomans would own recreation boats, and water-skiing
would become a growth industry in dry, north Texas.

“Someday,” he could have predicted, “we’ll take this river that you can walk across today, and
we'll turn it into a water highway that runs clear to the Mississippi.”

“Suuuuure you willl” his buddies would most likely have jeered. Such dreamers don’t share
much company, especially at the scratching end of a depression. But the fact is, those early dreams,
refined and embellished as time went on, were to come true. The reality was beyond the predictions.

The dark valleys of 1939 would someday twinkle with lights powered by falling water. The ghost
of that young planner would walk once-dry prairies now blooming with well-watered crops.

Someday it would rain cats and dogs in eastern Oklahoma and southern Kansas, and the lakes
would hold back the water. And the papers would print a story that it didn't flood at all.
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