Legend has it that Great
Salt Plains Dam is built atop
a buried treasure: 1,400
pounds of gold bullion
supposedly stashed in 1845
by miners returning from
California who were killed
by Indians. For 40 years
local resident Carl Joseph
Shelton, like an Oklahoma
Sisyphus, tried to wrest the
treasure from mud and

quicksand. He claimed to
have actually located the
trunk at once point, but a
crude buffalo-hide rig split
and let the treasure slide
back into the guicksand.
Shelton greeted Corps’ dam
builders with his shotgun,
convinced until he was led
away that Great Sait Plains
Dam was burying a
treasure.




