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Tar Creek and Spring
River Watersheds

Multi-Agency Team Newsletter March 2004

In 2003, three federal agencies, the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency (EPA), Department of Inte-
rior (DOI), and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)
that facilitates cooperation of the agencies to bring
a holistic response to the risks posed at the Tar
Creek Superfund Site. These agencies, joined at
the urging of Senator Inhofe, bring unique authori-
ties and response capabilities to the ongoing
health, safety and environmental risks associated
with the Tar Creek Superfund Site.

EPA Regional Administrator Richard Greene or-
ganized two coordination meetings— January 22
and February 11, 2004. The purpose of these
meetings was to further define agency objectives
that together will lead to a coordinated response
plan to ensure protection of public health, encour-
age sustained economic stability, and identify
environmental recovery possibilities for the
Superfund Area.

Attending the January 22nd meeting was EPA
Regional Administrator Richard Greene and other
representatives of EPA Region 6; Mr. Jerry Gidner,
Chief of Staff to the Assistant Secretary Indian
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Affairs, and other representatives of the U.S.
Department of Interior; and Brig. General Robert
Crear, Commander of the Southwestern Division
office and others from the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers. Those three federal agencies joined
representatives of the Quapaw Tribe, including
Chairman John Berry; staff members from Sena-
tor James Inhofe and Representative Brad
Carson; representatives of the State of Oklahoma
Secretary of the Environment and the Oklahoma
Department of Environmental Quality.

After the January 22nd meeting, EPA Regional
Administrator Richard Greene said, “Cooperation
and coordination at Tar Creek are ongoing at an
unprecedented scale. In addition to the federal
agencies’ work, yesterday’s cooperation by state
and tribal stakeholders is essential in construct-
ing a comprehensive plan for addressing the
massive issues associated with this site. Coordi-
nation between all these parties and local stake-
holders  remains one of our highest priorities. I
look forward to continuing discussions with the
communities at the open house in March.”

Agencies discuss Memorandum of Understanding

Continued on page 6
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Operable Unit Four (Chat Piles and Mill Ponds) Activities

In the coming months,  EPA will receive a series
of documents from the respondents related to the
Administrative Order of Consent (AOC) signed
December 9, 2003 for the OU4 Remedial Investi-
gation/Feasibility Study (RI/FS).  During this pe-
riod, EPA will review each document and provide
comments to the respondents to incorporate, be-
fore the document is finalized.  The Oklahoma
Department of Environmental Quality (ODEQ) and
the Quapaw Tribe will assist EPA in this effort.
EPA will also coordinate with the nine tribes and
seek their input on these documents.

On January 21, 2004, EPA received the draft
Scoping Phase Work Plan from the Respondents.
This document was forwarded to ODEQ, the
Quapaw Tribe, and the nine tribes for comments.

 Comments were collected and forwarded to the
respondents. A meeting between the respondents,
EPA, ODEQ, the Quapaw Tribe, Bureau of Indian
Affairs (BIA), Bureau of Land Management (BLM),

United States Geological Society (USGS), United
States Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS) and
United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE)
was conducted on February 10, 2004, to discuss
and seek resolution on the comments. Once the
Scoping Phase Work Plan is finalized and ap-
proved by EPA, the next deliverable expected from
the respondents will be the draft Data Gap Analy-
sis Report.

EPA is coordinating with USACE, USGS, BIA,
BLM, USFWS, ODEQ, the Tribes, and the respon-
dents to the AOC to share information that cur-
rently exists or is being planned at or around the
Tar Creek site.  The intent of this effort is to opti-
mize efforts, share information, minimize dupli-
cation and work toward a holistic solution for the
entire site.

For further information regarding this project, con-
tact Ursula Lennox, Remedial Project Manager,
at (214) 665-6743.

Department of Environmental Quality Update
By Mary Jane Calvey
Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality

During the past few months DEQ staff have par-
ticipated in many technical meetings including the
Tar Creek and Spring River Watershed Manage-
ment Technical meetings as well as meeting with
EPA and the Quapaw tribe relating to cleanup at
Tar Creek. These meetings provide a forum to
share plans and resources with the overall goal
of restoring the watershed in a cooperative and
efficient way.

There are many facets to consider in long-term
planning for this restoration work.  Working closely
with the other agencies in one planning process,
the DEQ identified projects that can be imple-
mented while the larger plan is developed.  These

projects will demonstrate methods and technolo-
gies to restore certain parts of the contaminated
area.  Last year we completed several projects
such as the McNeeley restoration site.

In the coming year we will work with our partners
in the Oklahoma Plan to mitigate hazards in plug-
ging or securing mine shafts in all of the mining
towns. We will also begin to restore the mine-
impacted land west of Commerce that is now
unusable, in partnership with the City of Com-
merce, the Oklahoma Conservation Commission,
and the Natural Resources Conservation Service.
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Grand Gateway Economic Development Association HUD
Grant for the Control of Lead-Based Paint Hazards

Grand Gateway EDA is currently accepting and
encouraging applications for the Lead-Based
Paint Hazard Control program in Ottawa County.
A minimum of 135 homes is planned for the pro-
gram grant period. This grant is accepting rent-
ers as well as homeowners to better serve the
residents of Ottawa County.  Eligibility require-
ments include: children six (6) months to six (6)
years of age staying and/or living in the residence,
low-income limits per residence and access to
children’s blood lead level records. If you live in a
residence built prior to 1978, you could qualify for
the assistance supplied by the HUD funded LBP
program. Upon requesting a LBP Inspection,
GGEDA will schedule this service free of charge.

The Governor of Oklahoma recently signed a
Proclamation designating February 9-13 as “Lead
Poisoning Prevention Week.” Lead Poisoning is
the leading preventable environmental health
hazard to children in the United States. Accord-
ing the Center for Disease Control and Preven-
tion, 434,000 preschool children in the United
States have harmful levels of lead in their blood.
Exposure to lead can cause serious long-term
harm to children, including reduced intelligence

and attention span, behavioral problems, learn-
ing disabilities and impaired growth.  In regards
to this Proclamation, Grand Gateway EDA has
teamed up with TEAL and Ottawa County Health
Department by hanging street banners for public
awareness in the communities of Quapaw, Picher,
Commerce and Miami. Grand Gateway EDA also
ran an advertisement in the Miami News-Record
for free LBP Risk Assessments and Inspections.
Letters were sent to all Ottawa County churches
announcing the Lead Poisoning Prevention Week
and inviting Ottawa County residents to fill out LBP
applications.

To receive an application, stop by, call, or write:

Tami McKeon or John Pryor
Lead-Based Paint Hazard Control Project
Grand Gateway EDA
121 N. Main, 2nd Floor
P.O. Box 311
Miami, OK 74355
(918) 541-1931

The Grand Gateway EDA office is located in the
same building as Work Force Development.

By John Pryor
Grand Gateway Economic Development Association

Technical Team Meetings
Beginning in November 2003, The Corps of En-
gineers began organizing a Technical Team to
work toward recommended alternatives for the
Tar Creek Watershed Management Plan. Meet-
ings were held on November 21and December
16, 2003, and January 13, 2004. The teams have
expanded with each meeting to include interested
stakeholders. The meetings allow for all agencies
to exchange information, identify gaps in infor-
mation, and chart a strategy for obtaining infor-
mation in the future. The meetings are also used
to update one another on each agency’s activity
in  the Tar Creek and Spring River Watersheds.

The team also meets in smaller groups to dis-
cuss in detail technical aspects in participants’
specialty area(s). The technical groups are: hy-
drologic consequences (surface and groundwa-
ter related issues); public health and safety; geo-
graphic Information Systems (GIS/mapping) and
information sharing strategy; and land reclama-
tion. Team members chose the groups they
wanted to participate in. The information from the
smaller groups is reported back to the large group
so that everyone has at least an overview level of
understanding of what each group is doing.
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Quapaw Tribe Lead Baseline Assessment Project

The Quapaw Tribe of Oklahoma has been
awarded a Lead Baseline Assessment grant to
conduct lead inspections and risk assessments
of Native American households, daycares and
schools in Ottawa County.

This project is open to all Native American house-
holds, schools, and daycares regardless of tribal
affiliation.

Before the inspection or any sampling occurs resi-
dents will be required to:

•  Complete a short questionnaire providing basic
information concerning the property and house-
hold members.

•  Sign a consent and release form, allowing the
tribe to not only perform the inspection and
sampling, but also to utilize data obtained for
reporting purposes.

Upon completion of these documents the partici-
pants will be assigned an identification number
that will be used to protect the privacy of the fam-
ily.

If you need additional information or assistance,
please contact:
Mason McWatters (Environmental Technician) or
Scott Palmer (Water Quality Specialist) at
(918) 542-1853.

Sixth National Conference on Tar Creek:
“The Comprehensive Forum”

The sixth “National Conference on Tar Creek” will
be held from May 5-8 at the Miami Civic Center.
This year’s conference will  showcase local, tribal,
state and federal efforts  in dealing with the large
and complex issues involved with solving the en-
vironmental and human health impacts of the Tar
Creek Superfund Site. The conference brings re-
search scientists in many disciplines from Okla-
homa and across the nation to share their work
on Tar Creek’s many challenges. This event brings
citizens together to hear the plans and progress
being discussed, while also providing opportuni-
ties to be involved.

This year’s theme, “The Comprehensive Forum”
focuses on the issues involved in developing a
comprehensive way to deal with the problems as-
sociated with Tar Creek. The conference hopes
to include all affected and interested parties.
Knowing the damages and focusing on solutions
helps us to find hope for a clean and safe Ottawa
County.

Rebecca Jim
Local Environmental Action Demanded Agency, Inc.

Since last year’s conference,

• The White House Council on Environmental
Quality’s report has been questioned;

• Brad Carson introduced an Act of Congress;

• Governor Henry introduced legislation to pro-
vide funding for a voluntary buyout of families
with children under 6 years from Picher and
Cardin;

• Senator Inhofe has proposed cleanup solutions;

• A lawsuit has been settled out of court; others
are pending;

• The Quapaw Tribe sued and was counter sued.
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Operable Unit Two - Yard Remediation

Early last year, Ottawa County citizens voiced
concern that lead-contaminated dust from nearby
chat piles may be recontaminating residential
yards that the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) had cleaned up.  In order to see
whether the dust was a problem, on August 6,
2003, the EPA collected soil samples from 19 resi-
dential properties in the Picher and Cardin area.
The EPA had remediated these properties be-
tween 1997 and 2000.

Lead concentrations in all but one of the yards
were within the local background levels of 30 - 60
parts per million (ppm).  One property was found
to have 105 ppm lead which is well below EPA’s
residential cleanup standard of 500 ppm.  To en-

sure this one property did not indicate a larger
problem, the EPA sampled the property adjacent
to it and found a lead concentration of only 37
ppm, again well below the EPA’s 500 ppm cleanup
level.  Based on the results of this limited study, it
does not appear that  lead-contaminated dust from
chat piles is recontaminating residential yards.

The EPA is currently focusing its yard remediation
on households with children 6 years of age or
younger.  Sixty-three such properties have been
identified in the area. Cleanup is anticipated to
begin in the spring. For further information regard-
ing this project, contact Mike McAteer, Remedial
Project Manager, at (214) 665-7157.

The EPA awarded the Technical Assistant Grant
(TAG) for the Tar Creek Superfund Site to
L.E.A.D. Agency, Inc., Local Environmental Ac-
tion Demanded in May 2001. The grant allows
LEAD to hire a technical advisor to develop a re-
port or series of reports that will enable citizens
to have a better understanding of all known data
about the Tar Creek Superfund Site.  Technical
reports can deal with health or the environmental
issues at the site.

In addition to providing technical assistance to the
group’s members and the public, it is also
important that the technical advisor assist EPA
to better understand the concerns of citizens re-
siding in the area.  These concerns include clean
drinking water, elimination of the lead exposure
threat, and restoration of the Tar Creek watershed,
and the Grand Lake Watershed, to previous con-
ditions. The $50,000 from this grant typically
awarded to citizens groups at Superfund Sites
may only be used for technical advisors and can
not be a source of income for the groups.

The Technical Advisor LEAD Agency selected has
a fascinating background that includes conduct-

ing ecological risk assessments at 3 Mile Island
and Mount St. Helen’s, two of the largest and most
well know ecological disasters in recent times in
America.  Our Advisor, Dr. Lawley is a native
Oklahoman, has a Masters Degree from OU in
Terrestrial Ecology and a Ph.D. in Water Quality.
He has 30 years experience as an environmental
professional. He is known to work with clients and
regulators to develop a “win-win” program, assur-
ing only appropriate regulatory requirements are
implemented.

Dr. Lawley has proven to be a most valuable ser-
vice to the community by providing technical guid-
ance and has produced a series of documents
that will soon be released in full.

In addition to Dr. Lawley, LEAD hired a health
consultant, Dr. John Neuberger who has produced
a complete review of all known health data of the
Tar Creek site outlining the health data gaps that
exist at the site, and suggestions for ways to fill
those gaps. Dr. Neuberger presented his findings

EPA Technical Assistance Grant

Continued on page 6

Rebecca Jim
Local Environmental Action Demanded Agency, Inc.
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Joint Federal Activity
The USGS has been funded to start development
of a preliminary hydrogeologic model of the Tar
Creek Watershed.  The EPA, DOI, and the
USACE have agreed to share the costs for this
project.  The USGS project is important in deter-
mining feasible solutions for the Tar Creek area.

As a result of the Memorandum of Understand-
ing (MOU) meeting in January 2004, participants
representing the Department of Interior, Environ-
mental Protection Agency, and Corps of Engineers
agreed to produce one newsletter.

All agencies working on Tar Creek are invited to
contribute to the newsletter.  In the event that a
contribution does not make the submission dead-
line, the article will be in the next newsletter.

A public meeting is scheduled for March 25.
This meeting will involve all of the MOU agen-
cies.  The Agency for Toxic Substances and
DIsease Registry (ATSFR) will also participate
in the meeting.

1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.   A formal presentation
will be made followed by a question and an-
swer period. Mayor Greene, Brig. Gen. Crear,
and Mr. Gidner will be present.

3:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.   An open house will be
held with EPA, USACE, and DOI staff avail-
able for individual questions.

Upcoming Events
Brig. General Robert Crear said of the new un-
derstanding, “This federal effort sets a new foun-
dation never seen before in the Superfund area.
The cooperation of all the federal agencies,
Tribes, local and state governments and affected
citizens will mesh with the ongoing Corps of En-
gineers Watershed Management Plan currently
underway. What we successfully complete locally,
here in the Tar Creek area, may become a tool
useful in other damaged areas in our great na-
tion. We will integrate our efforts with all other
stakeholders in order to focus maximum re-
sources on solving the problem for the residents.”

The second coordination meeting was held on
February 11 th to update the downstream tribes of
the ongoing activities in the Tar Creek and Spring
River watersheds. Representatives from the EPA,
Corps of Engineers, Department of Interior, Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs, State of Oklahoma, and the
tribes in the region attended the meeting.

A public meeting with all MOU agencies partici-
pating is planned for March 25 at the Miami Civic
Center.

Continued from page 1
Memorandum of Understanding

to the community and will be presenting his re-
port in Boston later this spring.

The Miami Public Library holds the Tar Creek
repository.  All of the documents that the EPA has
generated about Tar Creek over twenty years may
be found there. All of the reports that our Techni-
cal Advisors have generated will be located in the
repository and will be available on line at
www.leadagency.org. The Ottawa County Health
Department (through funding from EPA and
ATSDR) has bound all of the original documents
about the site in volumes that look much like a
set of encyclopedias.

Susan Waldron recalls the project, “They were
loose pages in boxes. They were not a pretty site.”
The Library has dedicated a nice room in which
to study these documents.

Continued from page 5
EPA Technical Assistance Grant

Announcements
• The transcript of the public meeting held on 24

February in Picher is available on the Corps of
Engineers webpage. A hard copy will be avail-
able for viewing at the Tulsa District Office.

• The sixth “National Conference on Tar
Creek” will be held from May 5-8. The event is
free to the residents of Ottawa and Delaware
Counties.

Public Meeting - March 25
Miami Civic Center
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Check out the Tulsa District
website:

www.swt.usace.army.mil/TarCreek

Check out the EPA  website:
www.epa.gov/region6/superfund

Search for “Tar Creek” to view fact
sheets and reports

Check out the Oklahoma DEQ
website:

www.deq.state.ok.us
Under “News and Events”
“Tar Creek Information”


