
TULSA DISTRICT SAFETY NOTES


DON’T LET WET WEATHER DAMPEN DEFENSIVE DRIVING

April showers may bring May flowers, but they can also make driving treacherous.  As spring starts to melt away the winter blues it can leave mushy, slushy roadways.  Because weather conditions can change quickly in spring, drivers need to be alert.  During this season “expect the unexpected,” such as a final cold snap that freezes the water that has run into the street.  If you follow four simple rules “the unexpected” may not present a problem:

· SLOW IT UP
When roads become wet, immediately slow down.  Light rain can be even more dangerous than a downpour because it mixes with oil and grease that has accumulated on the road.  It is a simple rule of thumb, but a lot people don’t slow down.  Even 5 to 10 mph makes quite a difference.  SPEED LIMITS ARE FOR IDEAL CONDITIONS.  The stopping distance of a car goes up dramatically in wet weather.

· GRIP THE GROUND
Slower speeds also can help prevent hydroplaning, which occurs when a vehicle’s tires lose contact with the road and ride on a layer of water.  Although it usually lasts only a few seconds, hydroplaning can terrify drivers because they momentarily lose control of the vehicle.  To avoid hydroplaning, stay away from puddles, maintain a slow, steady speed and make sure your tires have good tread.  If your vehicle does begin to hydroplane, take your foot off the gas, hold your steering wheel straight and don’t try to brake.  As your vehicle slows, it will once again make contact with the road.  Lighter vehicles are more susceptible to hydroplaning.  

· BACK OFF BUB
In addition to slowing down, drivers should increase the distances between their vehicles in front of them in wet weather.  Motorists should increase their following distances to about four or five seconds in wet weather from the two seconds recommended for ideal conditions.  To determine following distances, drivers should start counting to themselves as the vehicle in front of them passes a specific landmark and stop counting when their vehicle passes the same spot.

· SEE AND BE SEEN

Wet weather also hampers visibility: both a driver’s ability to see, as well as to be seen.  To make themselves visible, many drivers put on their low-beam headlights in bad weather.  Because windows tend to fog up when it rains, experts recommend that drivers keep their defoggers running.  Wet roads can increase nighttime glare, so following distance becomes even more important.

Wet weather also requires different braking techniques.  Drivers in vehicles with traditional brakes should pump their brakes to avoid sliding.  Drivers with anti-lock braking systems (ABS) need to press their brakes only once and apply pressure firmly.  ABS brakes lessen the potential for skidding.  A computer senses when the wheel is about to lock up and prevents it from skidding.

Experts also recommend that drivers test their brakes after they drive through water.  Light pressure on the brakes can also help dry brake linings.

ALWAYS BE ALERT TO WHAT IS GOING ON WITH OTHER VEHICLES AROUND YOU
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