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                    TULSA DISTRICT SAFETY NOTES


LIGHTNING, THUNDERSTORMS, TORNADOS
It’s that time of the year again, flowers budding or already in bloom, and smells of spring in the air.  But the smell of spring is not the only thing in the air.  This is the time of year when nature knows no bounds and the sky can quickly become wicked with thunderstorms, lightning, and in some areas of the country, tornados.

DID YOU KNOW...
· A bolt of lightning reaches a temperature of nearly 50,000 degrees Fahrenheit in a split second.

· A lightning flash can unleash 100 million volts, more than could be produced in that instant by all the generators in the United States combined.  Although you would expect that to be a lot of power, the flash is so brief, as little as a millionth of a second, that all it’s power would only run a light bulb for a month or so.

· In an average year, more people are killed in the United States by lightning (nearly 100), than are usually killed by tornados, hurricanes, ice storms, flash floods or blizzards.  Nevertheless, lightning is not that good at killing those it strikes.  Every year, 70 to 80% of people struck by lightning survive.

· The old saying that lightning never strikes in the same spot twice couldn’t be more wrong.  Lightning follows a path of least resistance and is more likely to strike the same spot over and over.  The Guinness Book of Records lists a park ranger in Virginia who was struck by lightning seven different times over a thirty-five year period.  On different occasions, he lost a toenail, burned off his eyebrows and hair, and was hospitalized with minor burns.  He earned the nickname “the human lightning rod”.

· You can estimate the number of miles you are from a thunderstorm by counting the number of seconds between a flash of lightning and the next clap of thunder.  Divide this number by five.  By repeating this process, you can determine whether the storm is moving toward or away from you.

· REMEMBER... YOU ARE IN DANGER FROM LIGHTNING IF YOU CAN HEAR THUNDER.
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