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WEATHER CONDITIONS
Each year thunderstorms, lightning, and tornadoes kill or injure hundreds of people.  What can we do to protect ourselves and others from these natural dangers? 

First of all, some plan of action is necessary—including precautions to be taken and appropriate responses when the situation actually occurs. Do you know the difference between a tornado watch and a tornado warning?  Tornado watches are announced by weather stations when conditions in the area are right for the development of a tornado.  This announcement does not mean that a tornado is on the way.  If a tornado watch is announced, you should close drapes is is to prevent flying glass and objects from hitting people if a tornado develops; be alert for further instructions.

If a tornado warning is issued, you should move to interior corridors and close doors to rooms that have windows.  You should remain in the interior corridors and wait for further instructions.  Should conditions require it, you may be requested to move to lower levels of the building.  You should  review the Corps Of Engineers policy at work, but what should you do when you’re at home or outside?

Specific danger signals to watch for include:

•
Severe thunderstorms with frequent lightning,  heavy rain, strong winds, and power failure.

•
Hail–pellets of ice from dark-clouded skies.

•
A roaring noise.

•
A funnel–a dark, spinning "rope" or column  from sky to ground.  

When skies look threatening, listen to a local radio or television station.  The National Weather Service tracks weather systems with radar and can usually give adequate warning of severe weather conditions.

Remember, a tornado watch means that conditions are right for a tornado.  Be prepared to take shelter and keep informed of the latest storm conditions.  A tornado warning means that a tornado has been sighted and confirmed in the area.  When a warning is issued, take cover immediately.

Abandon mobile homes or cars and find cover in a well-constructed building.  If no suitable buildings are nearby, lie flat in the nearest ditch, ravine or culvert, with your hands shielding your head.

In shopping centers or large buildings, look for a designated shelter.  The next best place to be would be the basement or a location in the middle of the building, behind an interior wall, or on the lowest floor.  Stay away from large windows or other glass.

Severe storms are frequently accompanied by lightning, which can also be a killer.  To avoid lightning hazards, find shelter and avoid standing in small, isolated structures in open areas.  Do not use the telephone except for an emergency.

If you are outside, do not stand underneath a natural lightning rod, such as a tall isolated tree in a open area.  Avoid projecting above the surrounding landscape, such as by standing on a hilltop, in an open field, or on the beach, or by fishing from a small boat.

Stay away from open water, tractors and other metal farm equipment, motorcycles, scooters, golf carts, and bicycles.  Put down your golf clubs and remove metal-spiked golf shoes.  Also keep away from wire fences, clotheslines, metal pipes and rails, and other metallic paths that can carry lightning to you from some distance away.

In a forest, seek shelter in a low area under a thick growth of small trees.  In open areas, go to a low place, such as a ravine or valley.  Be alert for flash floods.  Flash flooding should be expected as a result of a thunderstorm or during periods of exceptional rainfall.

In many parts of the country, thunderstorms with flash flooding, lightning, and tornadoes are to be expected during the spring and summer months.  You cannot do anything to prevent these weather hazards, but you can prevent or reduce resulting injury to yourself and your family.  How?  Share the meaning of weather watches and warnings with them.  Have an emergency preparedness plan and review it regularly.                                                                                                                                                              APRIL 1999
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