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                     SOUTHWESTERN DIVISION   

                                                      SAFETY NOTES

                    
WINTER DRIVING SAFETY
The first storm of winter, whether it is snow, ice or fog, always leaves many unprepared drivers in its wake.  A little planning will go a long way to make sure you are not one of them.

You shouldn’t expect your car to adjust to winter weather without some help. 

A complete preseason tune-up is a must, including a check of the starter, ignition, fluids, hoses, fan belts, and spark plugs.  Make sure the brakes, battery, lights, and exhaust and heating systems are in top shape.

Consider early replacement of any vital parts that aren’t in good condition, it is better to replace them now than in the middle of a winter storm when they might be in short supply.  The same goes for tires; always make sure your tires are the best possible tires for hazardous road conditions.  Good, well-maintained equipment can make a big difference if you run into trouble out on the roads. 

Very few people end up stranded in made-for-TV-movie situations, but stranded drivers on rural roads on in multi car interstate pileups often must wait several hours to be rescued.  Those hours can seem like a lifetime when you are not properly equipped.

It is up to you to stock your trunk properly with emergency gear.  Always carry:

· Jumper cables

· Flares or reflective triangles

· Extra automotive fluids

· An ice scraper, snow brush and shovel

· A bag of sand or kitty litter

· Candles

· Waterproof matches

· Nonperishable snacks and drinking water

· A blanket for every person riding in the car

· Extra medication if you have regular daily medications
· A cell phone to make emergency calls
There is still one very important element in the safe-driving equation to consider: you.  Even with every possible precaution, you might still be singing the roadside blues if your driving style doesn’t match the road conditions.

For example, wiper fluid and snow brushes won’t keep your windshield clean stored in the trunk.  It is up to you to use them.  An extremely clean windshield is crucial for safe winter driving.

Increase your following distances in any kind of bad weather.  Allow extra time to reach your destination whenever winter storms strike.  That means allotting more time for each driving-related task, such as clearing the driveway, cleaning the windows, or even reaching the end of your block.  Don’t rush, a few minutes gained won’t make much difference at the end of the day, especially with snow.  Let the snowplows get out there and do their jobs first.

People may get too distracted by the details of daily life to plan properly for winter driving, but the stakes are too high to take chances.  Even if you don’t have any difficulty driving in a particular storm, the person ahead of you might, and that could cause problems for you and everyone else on the road.

REMEMBER: THE POSTED SPEED LIMIT IS FOR DRY, SAFE, NORMAL ROAD CONDITIONS ONLY.

REFERENCES: NATIONAL SAFETY COUNCIL                         DECEMBER 1997
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