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HOW TO ELIMINATE SLIPS AND FALLS


According to the National Safety Council, more than 565,000 people are injured each year from slips, trips and falls.  The only good news is that many of these accidents can be prevented.
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One solution is to develop and practice regular safety programs that incorporate these seven common sense practices:


INSPECT WORKPLACE FLOORS REGULARLY.  Check for problem areas where liquid may accumulate or be spilled.  Once noted, the following six practices will help correct troublesome areas.
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PREVENT SLIP AND FALL HAZARDS.  Absorbent traffic runners are ideal for heavily used walkways around over-spraying or leaking machines.  Anti-slip runners and tapes can give employees sure footing in special areas such as aisle, shower stalls, stairs, etc.  Pay special attention to entrances and exits: that is where most dirt and moisture are tracked into your facility.  Non-slip runners or carpets also will help provide traction and prevent liquid and dirt from building up.

   
ALERT WORKERS TO HAZARDS.  Always use warning signs and/or safety cones to notify workers of potentially dangerous areas - even during routine mopping/cleaning or other activities.
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KEEP FLOORS CLUTTER FREE.  Sweep and mop floors to keep them free of slippery liquid and troublesome debris.

[image: image7.wmf]  REPAIR AND COAT FLOORS.  Fill cracks and crevices that may cause a worker to trip.  Then, apply an anti-slip paint or coating, which will increase the usable life of your flooring and create a safer working and walking surface.

  
 STOP LIQUIDS FROM ENTERING WALKWAYS.  You can block liquid with absorbent socks, or contain and reclaim it with non-absorbent barriers and a vacuum.

[image: image8.wmf]             REWARD EMPLOYEES.  Encourage employees by rewarding those who practice safe working habits and maintain a clean environment.  A simple "well-done" or a small reward goes a long way to encourage good housekeeping.


While these steps may at first seem basic and obvious, they can be huge in terms of prevention.  An up-front investment in a floor safety program can save you time, money and maybe even the life of an employee.
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