
   TULSA DISTRICT SAFETY NOTES    
LOCKOUT/TAGOUT OF HAZARDOUS ENERGY
OSHA estimates that more than 120 fatalities and 28,000 serious and 32,000 minor injuries may be prevented each year if these Lockout/Tagout of Hazardous Energy rules are followed.  Lockout/Tagout rules affect everyone--even those workers who don’t actually service or repair machinery and equipment.  Every worker must understand what a lock or tag means on a piece of machinery or equipment.  Otherwise, disasters may still occur.

The Safety and Health Requirements Manual, EM 385-1-1 requires that a written program be available. The document ER 385-1-31, The Control of Hazardous Energy (Safe Clearance), is an expansion and revision of ER 385-1-1, Section 12, that addresses our Corps requirements.  This section of EM 385-1-1 is applicable to Corps contractors performing service and maintenance activity as well.

WHAT IS LOCKOUT/TAGOUT?
When you are blocking the flow of energy from the power source to the equipment--and keeping it blocked out--that is lockout.  A lockout device is usually a key or combination lock arrangement that secures a valve or lever in the “off” position.

Tagout means placing a tag on the power source to warn co-workers and others not to turn the power on.  Tags don’t provide the physical restraint that locks provide, but they are just as important.  You might find one of the following written on a tag:  DO NOT START, DO NOT OPEN, DO NOT CLOSE, DO NOT ENERGIZE, or DO NOT OPERATE.
A tag is sometimes used alone when it is not possible to lock out the energy source, or when it has been demonstrated that a tag alone will effectively prevent accidental start-up.  It is also a good idea to use a tag along with a lock for double protection and to provide co-workers with more detailed information about the lockout/tagout procedure.  Tags should be treated like locks.  They are not to be removed without authorization--tags are never to be bypassed or ignored.

WHEN TO LOCKOUT/TAGOUT

Do you know when lockout/tagout rules must be followed?  Make a list now of all the times when it is required in your facility or construction site.  The following guidelines will help you get started. (Be as specific as possible.)

     When making repairs

     When performing routine maintenance

     When clearing a jammed or blocked machine

     To keep people out of a dangerous area

     To prevent the use of equipment by unauthorized persons

Sources of hazardous energy are:

     Electrical

     Fluids under pressure

     Mechanical energy

     Compressed air

The standard does not cover cord and plug connected equipment where the individual controls the energy source by unplugging it from, say, an electrical receptacle behind the machine.


WHEN TO LOCKOUT/TAGOUT AT HOME
How many times have you done something like change bits in a hand drill without unplugging it?  Or taken the blade off your lawnmower without disconnecting the spark plug?  Have you ever stuck a pen into an electric typewriter?  Most of us have done things like this, and were just lucky that nothing happened.  We could have been setting ourselves up for serious injury.  Good lockout/tagout habits are important at home, as well as at work.  Take what you learn about lockout/tagout at work and apply it at home.  Establish a lockout/tagout system and explain it to everyone in your household.  Your safety and the safety of everyone in your family depend on it.


LOCKOUT/TAGOUT, YOUR KEY TO SAFETY

Protect yourself and your co-workers.  Follow these lockout/tagout procedures any time you clean, repair, service, inspect, or clear equipment.

     Notify others that you are beginning a lockout/tagout procedure, and why.

     Turn off equipment and disconnect the energy source.

     Test the “on” switch; return it to the “off” position.

     Release residual energy (springs, unsecured machine parts, etc.)

     Lockout/blockout the energy sources, using a lock and tag.

     Re-test the “on” switch and return switch to “off” position.

     Clean, repair, service, inspect or clear equipment.

     Notify others and make sure they are safe; machine guards are in place; tools, locks,            and tags are removed before restoring energy.

Sometimes the little things we take for granted cause the most peril on the job.  Take electricity--throw a switch and you have power that turns on lights, drives drills and saws, starts motors, or ignites heaters.  But this same power source can cause harm as well as help if the use of electricity is not controlled properly.  That is why taking the time to learn lockout/tagout procedures is so important.  The information is vital any time you are working with electricity--or any other power source.  Your life--and the lives of your co-workers--depends on it.

     PROTECT YOUR MOST PRIZED POSSESSION--YOUR LIFE.  FOLLOW LOCKOUT/TAGOUT PROCEDURES.
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