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Fireworks injury rates are at an all-time low.  From 1995 to 1996 alone, the injury rate dropped over 30 percent.  According to the (CPSC), U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission, there were an estimated 7,600 people treated for fireworks-related injuries in 1996.  That is down from 11,313 in 1995 and 13,200 in 1994.  Injuries per 100,000 pounds of fireworks have dropped from 18.3 in 1990 to 6.4 in 1996, based on statistics from CPSC.


Illegal fireworks continue to be s serious problem.  Over the past 10 years, 25-30 percent of the injuries associated with fireworks have been caused by illegal explosives or homemade fireworks.  


Oklahoma is one of the 32 states that allow some or all types of "Consumer" fireworks, although no fireworks are allowed on Corps Projects. Today's "Consumer" fireworks are primarily noted from their beautiful visual effects rather than their explosive noise. "Consumer" fireworks include cone fountains, cylindrical fountains, roman candles, skyrockets, firecrackers, mines and shells, helicopter-type rockets, certain sparklers and revolving wheels. 


Sparklers that light up many backyard Fourth of July celebrations may not be as safe as parents think they are.  Sparklers are especially hazardous to the eyes because they are held in the hand and often swung in the air, near the eyes.


To help you celebrate safely this Fourth of July, the Consumer Product Safety Commission and the National Council on Fireworks Safety offer the following safety tips:

· Always read and follow label directions

· Have an adult present

· Buy from reliable fireworks sellers

· Ignite outdoors

· Have water handy

· Never experiment or attempt to make your own fireworks

· Light one at a time

· Never re-ignite malfunctioning fireworks

· Never give fireworks to small children

· Store in a cool, dry place

· Dispose of properly

· Never throw fireworks at another person

· Never carry fireworks in your pocket

· Never shoot fireworks in metal or glass containers

The safest way to enjoy fireworks on the Fourth of July, however, is to view public displays handled by professionals.  Even then, it is wise to keep a safe distance.
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