
TULSA DISTRICT SAFETY NOTES
THE MSDS-YOUR GUIDE TO CHEMICAL SAFETY
Get to know the Material Safety Data Sheet (MSDS).  It could save your life.  If there are hazardous materials, substances or wastes in your workplace, you should get to know the MSDS. Your workplace must have MSDSs for every hazardous chemical it uses.  Copies of those MSDSs must be maintained in a file that is readily accessible to you during your workshift.  In some cases where you must travel between workplace locations during your workday, MSDSs may be kept at a central location.  

The MSDS can be the #1 safety tool on the job.  Companies that make and distribute hazardous substances have to provide companies like yours with an MSDS on each substance and mixture of hazardous substances.  That is so you have one place to look for everything you need to know about a chemical’s hazards--and what you can do to work with it safely.

There is no single mandatory form for the MSDS but they must be in English and contain certain items of information, so you will probably see many different types on the job.  What is consistent though, is the type of information included on each form.  Once you understand what this info is and how it is to be used, you will be able to use any type of MSDS you run up against to protect yourself.  

You deserve to know all the facts.  OSHA developed the MSDS form as part of the Hazard Communication Standard or Right to Know regulation.  They wanted to make sure you had one easy reference for every sort of information on a hazardous substance:

     what it is

     who makes or sells it

     where they are located

     why it is hazardous

     how you can be exposed to the hazard

     what conditions could increase the hazard

     how to handle the substance safely

     what protection to use while working with it

     what to do if you are exposed

     what to do if there is a spill or emergency

If any relevant information in one of the categories was unavailable at the time of preparation, the MSDS must indicate that no information was found.  Blank spaces are not permitted.  If you find a blank space on an MSDS, contact your supervisor immediately.

Training is the key to success and safety as an employee dealing with hazardous chemicals in the workplace.  Take it seriously.  Get as much as you can from it.  Learn about MSDSs, labeling, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineer’s written Hazardous Communication Program, measures to protect yourself, and what hazardous chemicals you work with.  Your good health, even your life, may depend on how much you take out of the Corps of Engineers training program.
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