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                     SOUTHWESTERN DIVISION   

                                                      SAFETY NOTES


SAFE USE OF GARDEN CHEMICALS

Ridding a garden of unwelcome guests such as weeds, snails, and insects is often accomplished with store-bought pesticides.  Garden chemicals are relatively safe products as long as common sense is used when handling and storing them.

Common garden products include insecticides to kill insects and herbicides for weeds. While some industrial-strength chemicals used for large-scale agriculture are toxic if inhaled or if skin or eyes are exposed, common garden chemicals such as Round-Up have much lower toxicity levels.  

A few basic rules to follow when using garden pesticides:

· Clear the area of children and pets before applying products.  Any toys or other objects scattered about should also be put away.  Just to be on the safe side, it is advised that pregnant women avoid contact with chemical products as well.

· Wear gloves and safety glasses when applying sprayed-on chemicals to prevent contact with the skin and eyes.  If this occurs, immediately wash skin thoroughly with soap and water and/or flush eyes with water.

· Avoid applying sprayed-on chemicals on a windy day, and make sure the area has dried thoroughly before allowing others to return.

· Use the correct amount of pesticides.  When it comes to chemical application the “more is better” rule does not apply.  Just as you should only take the amount of medication your doctor prescribes, you should also use only the amount of pesticide specified in the product’s directions.

· Don’t pour pesticide products down the drain.  If you have some left, apply it to other plants listed on the label or contact your local health department for information about disposal in your area.

· Never store chemicals in a bottle other than a clearly marked, original container.  These containers should also be locked up well out of the reach of children.  Accidental ingestion is often the cause of serious poisonings.  Pesticides should be treated like other toxic household products including bleach and liquid drainers.

· Be careful when using products, called rodenticides, to control rats and mice.  Children may mistake the small pellets, placed on the ground or stored in bottles, as candy.

· Don’t panic if you or a person you know is accidentally exposed to garden chemicals.  Contact your local poison control center for specific information about what to do.  If immediate health problems, such as a burned throat or upset stomach occur, it is best to go to a hospital emergency room.

You don’t have to be a toxicologist to know the do’s and don’ts of garden chemical use.  All you need to do is follow product directions and use common sense when handling these products.
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