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"FIRE DRILLS: THE GREAT ESCAPE!"

      National Fire Protection Association's (NFPA's) 1999 Fire Prevention Week is October  3-9, 1999.  The theme for the week is "Fire Drills: The Great Escape!"  It is designed to move the public to action by encouraging them not only to develop a home escape plan, but to actually to practice it.  

       On October 6, 1999 at 6:00 p.m., families throughout the United States and Canada are invited to participate in a unified North American fire drill, where everyone will be encouraged to exit their homes at the same time upon hearing the local fire station sound its siren/bells.  NFPA is asking each fire department across the U.S. and Canada to promote "The Great Escape" North American fire drill locally and educate its community about the importance of home escape planning and practice.  Tulsa Fire Departments will participate but the time was adjusted for different regions and they will sound the sirens for 30 seconds on October 6, 1999 at 6:00 p.m.

      Few of us realize how easily--and how fast--fire can spread.  The Safety experts encourage you to keep these safety tips on smoke detectors, Fire extinguishers and fire escape plans handy to protect you and your loved ones:

[image: image4.wmf]      Cut your family's risk in half, buy smoke detectors today.

· Do a monthly checkup - Test your smoke detectors' batteries.
· Heed the warning - Most detectors "chirp" to alert you when their battery power is low.
· Time for a change - Replace smoke detector batteries routinely on the same day each year, NFPA suggests the last Sunday in October when you roll back the clocks.
· Borrowing trouble - Too often people disable smoke alarms by removing their batteries.
· [image: image5.wmf]Dealing with false alarms - Smoke detectors are not recommended for use in kitchens, bathrooms, or garages, where cooking fumes, steam, or exhaust can set it off where there is no fire.
In addition to working smoke detectors, every household should have UL listed fire extinguishers strategically placed in rooms such as the kitchen, garage or workshop.

· Plan ahead - Read the instruction manual and know your extinguisher's capabilities before trying to fight a fire.

· Read and follow the manufacturer's use and care booklet that accompanies the extinguisher.

· If a fire breaks out, your first step is to call the fire department and get everyone out of the house.  If the fire is not spreading and is confined to a small area, use the appropriate type extinguisher for the fire.

· There are four types of household fire extinguishers:

· TYPE A - for use on fires involving combustible materials such as wood, cloth and paper.

· TYPE B - for use on flammable liquid fires, including kitchen grease.  Never throw water on this type of fire.

· TYPE C - for use on fires involving energized electrical equipment.

· [image: image6.wmf]TYPE ABC - Works on all three types of fires listed above.

        Develop a fire escape plan and practice it regularly.

· Keep emergency numbers posted near all your telephones so you can quickly call for assistance.

· Every family member should know at least two ways out of each room.  Stay as close to the floor as possible during your escape.  Hot air and smoke rise, so the air nearest the floor may be safer to breathe.

· If you encounter a closed door during your escape, feel the door before opening it.  If it is hot, use another exit.  The heat could indicate fire on the other side.

· Teach your children how to escape in case of a fire--not to hide under a bed or in a closet.

· Designate a well-lit place, a safe distance from your home, where everyone will meet in the event of a fire.  This will help firefighters determine if anyone is still in the burning home.

· REMEMBER, NEVER RETURN TO A BURNING BUILDING FOR ANY REASON.
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