
TULSA DISTRICT SAFETY NOTES

PARKING LOT HAZARDS

Parking lots don’t seem like hazards at first glance, but they are havens for hazards and poor driving. Most fender-benders and minor crashes in parking lots may look like no big deal, but they cost big money.  Low-speed crashes such as these can cause $50 to $500 worth of damage in the blink of an eye.

Many employees, at some time or another, drive government vehicles.  Some tips to maneuver safely in parking areas are:

· SLOW DOWN. It is recommended that you drive no faster than  5 mph to 10 mph in parking areas, no matter what the conditions.

· BACK UP WITH CARE.  Improper backing ranks as the No. 1 cause of parking lot mishaps.  Before you back up, check your position to make sure you are not about to hit the cars parked near you and make sure no vehicles are approaching.  Remember, a backing vehicle does not have the right of way just because it is partly out of the parking space.

· WATCH FOR PEDESTRIANS.  In most parking lots there are no pedestrian paths, so watch for those on foot.  Pedestrians, particularly children, can dart from between parked cars.  Pedestrians are given the right-of-way in parking lots.  Double your caution in the dark.  Most people won’t be wearing reflective clothing.

OBEY PARKING LOT ETIQUETTE.  

As you drive in a parking lot, remember there are some written and unwritten rules that not only promote safety but are courteous as well:

· FOLLOW LOT MARKINGS.  Fight the urge to cut through empty parking spaces and lanes.  The odds are not in your favor.  It is too easy to collide with a vehicle that is traveling with the markings.

· DON’T CREATE YOUR OWN PARKING SPACE.  Not only are you parking illegally when you tack your car onto the end of a row, but you may be blocking a fire lane or pedestrian access.  It is easier to find a legal space than try to explain to the boss why the government vehicle was towed.

· DON’T INSIST ON PARKING IN THE CLOSEST POSSIBLE SPOT.  Hitting the brakes suddenly or backing up to a spot you passed can cause a collision with a following vehicle. Be sensitive to the needs of customers because ultimately, they are your customers, too.

Protect yourself, and don’t forget personal safety in parking lots.  Park near other cars and under lights at night.  Don’t park in a remote area where you might be assaulted or tempt thieves to break into the vehicle.  When you walk to your vehicle, check the back seat before you enter.  Have your keys ready to use as you approach the vehicle and lock the doors immediately once you are inside.  

If you are a car-jacking target, throw your keys in the middle of the parking lot and run the other way.  If someone sticks a gun in your face, give everything up.  After all, you were hired to do the job, not to die for it.
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